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GREETING, 


Eyes your Friends: and Brethren, who are Aﬀecabled roget 
in the fear of Gd, to conſider of the affaires , A the eruth | in 
< 1s roour Chriſtian Socicry in the County, xa, by 
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b a Mercy and Fayour of our. God, in making anc uns 
== (ith many more) the way of Life and Salvation, w. and 
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- God do fin ae pee comfo ary Vi paying) ECT 


« cxethy rouch* _ his power and | 
GE en ying of Sin rk Ao hc ale & arm draidng ape , 
A ee ad Leer of Flite: and io ate hr inkp'a cap 
"of a Tien ſetying'God; nor.in the oldneſs L6 be Letter but in-the 
pirit and Life, wherein over nar trgas the Father isktown, 
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(2) 
th known and experienced the goodnels of the Lord in order to call and ga- 
them our of the waysof the World, and his heavenly hand to be ſtretched 
for their help and delivcranco,that rhey be very carecfull and watchfull-in 
tir ways, that the enemy prevaile not again upon any of them to darken 
ir mindes, and bring them back into folly and vanity, and make them ſub- 
ft ro that power and ſpirit of darkneſs, whereby their minds may become 
ienared from God ; and their underſtandings vailed, fo that its poſhble, they 
ay return again , into the praCtiſe of thale chings which they have formerly 
addifted to, and which once they have been lenlible the Lord by his Spirit 
h teltified againſt, and reproved them tor, as allo its pothble that ſuch may 
c00 prone, to admit of, or otherwiſe Indulge, ſuch _ not only in them- 
ves, but allo amongſt their Children and Families, which in the time of ther 
tConvincement, they durſtnor allow of, nor are they to be allowed of in our 
riſtian focicty. | x 
Therefore, we bciog thus ſenſible of the great love and kindriels of ovir God, 
wards his people on the one hand, and of the wiles of the Enenty, of the other 
nd, and bcing Jealous that but roo many ( elpecially in a time of ourward calc 
Liberty ) who have profteſt the truth of our God, and have outwardly walk- 
in ſocicry with vs, both have bcen and ſtill may be, not ſo Cautious; diligent 
4 circumſpett as they ought to be, upon diverſc accounts : And allo having 
der our Conſideration the many Livin , ſound, wholclom and Chriſtian 
ſtimoniss, Cautions, Admonirions and dircftions which have formerly been 
m time to time, and upon icyerall occaſons given forth by our ancient Friends 
{ Brethren, who have Labour'd amongſt Us, in the word and Dottrine; As 
d the Counſell and adviccof our Friends and Brethren Recommended unto 
it ſandry times, and in divers Letters and Epiſtles from rhe Yearly Mecting at 
idon, deliring Friends care in the matters and things hereafter mentioned ; As 
evivall of the former teſtimonies, cautious advice and diredtions as aforeſaid, 
[in order to ſtir up Friends in cheir ſeverall and reſpective monthly and par- 
lar mectings, unto a holy carc and diligence in theſe reſpefts: We have 
nd it ro be; opr place and duty at this time in the love ot God, and under the 
y.exerciſe, of his divine Graceand Govdnels, wherein the Lord is pleaſed to 
cerne us, with many more of his Children and People, to recommend the 
owihg particulars iinco all out Friends and Brethren, at their ſeyerall Month- 
d particular mectings in the County aforefaid, and by way of caution and 
herly advice; in the fame Love, we dotcnderly lay theſe thing betore you, 
Queſhaping your oncurrance therewirh, in this our holy and Chriſtian 
ern for the Glory of | | 
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irs, It is defired that ad ich as ptoffeſs the truth of Our God, and them- 
$to'be members of that body, whereof Chriſt our Lqgd is head; Beye 
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Carcſull, and diligent in thcir ſeverall places, at ſeaſonable and convenient time 
to mecrand Aſſemble to gether in the Name and fear of God, to wait upona 
worſhip him in Spirit and truth, according to Divine Inſtitution, and that noi 
grow catelc(s or negligent therein, ſo asto torbcar ro mect rogerher as atorclai 
unleſs they have ſome urgent occaſion tohinder them; and thatFricnds in the 
comcing together have regard to meet in due time, and as near all together 
well canbc,and when fo met; that every one Waite, co be gathered in mind 
Spirit ncar unto the Lord, that ſo, they may be cxercijed in that which 
Hevcaly and purc, to the praile and Glory of God and mutuall comtort or 
of anocher,and in their feverall exerciſes, that they be very carctull ro keep © 
of all farm'd and AfﬀeCted notes. and ſounds, that do nor purely ſpring and 
riſe from thar life and birth which has acceptance with the Father, and wh 
any iuch perlons as protels the truth arefound, tobe cither ucgligent in meeti 
together, or in comeing in duc time, or otherwiſe do give any juſt occaſion 
any inthe marters aforclaid, that ſuch be carctully ſpoken ro, and dealt wi 
by way of Caution, Advice and Admonition, and other ſuch Chriſtian, ar 
regular proceedings as inthe wiſdom of God may be {cen convenient, 
Secondly, That all ſuch Fr:ends as have any publick Teſtimony , or Sery 
in the Meetings or Aſſemblies of Friends; Be very carctull and watchfull 
their Miniſtry and ſervice ſtand in that Divine wiſdom, Spirit and Power,whi 
truly reaches, and Informes the mindsand underſtandings of people in heave 
ly and Spirituall things, as alſo in that which edihies, builds up, and conf 
the heritage of the Lord in thac which is Pure and Holy, that {o luch as ſpe 
may (peak as the oracles of God: And thoſe that miniſter may do it as of he 
bility that God giveth, that God in all things may be glorified through Je 
Chriſt, and as it 1s both a High and holy calling, ſo to Miniſter from God to 
pcople, it is abſolutely neceſlary, and we do advile, that all ſuch as beexcrci 
or concern:d therein, be very cautious in their Words, and Teſtimonies, 
that they fpcak the things which becomes ſound Doftrine ; in gravitie and ſin 
rity, recomending their Teſtimonics to every mans Conſcience in the ſig 
God, as alſo, that they be watchtull and carcfull in their wayes and praCt 
that their Lives and Conyerlations may anſwere their Teſtimonies 3 An 
ſuch as bacomes the Goſpel, and in all things ſbewing themſelves patterns of 
works, in Dofrine, Incorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, Sownd ſpeech , that cannot 
condemned : That thoſe who are of the contrary part may be aſhamed, ha 
no evillthing juſtly to ſay of them, and tnat none be tound ro concerneth 
ſelves in publick Teſtimonies amongſt Friends, afing in their own will or 
dom, and not in a Holy Subjeftion to the power and wiſdom of God, nor 
cceding in a forward any anne manner, ſpeaking words without true kr 
l:dge, or not becoming lound Doctrine, nor medling with ghings they yn 


(5) 
ay greatcr matters, bargaines dealings and concernes in the world then they 
ur .able to' mannage well ; and: honourably go through with good _ cred 
ad and reputation-; Nor contratt (ſuch debts, As they arc not capable ro. ma: a 
ne goodand punctuali payment of indue time, But thar in all things triends ma} 

to endeavour to keep, in ſuch a holy ; Juſt, Righteous, And ſelt denying 
he and method, in all their dealings and: concernes whatlocver, as may tend. 14 
ny truths praiſe and their comtorr, And whiercin :any thing of. the COngrary. + 
21] found, in any of theſe caſey or any other-where truths reputation: is. or . ma? 
»w be concerned, It is defired that freinds have'a warchtull and: carctall cyc,, 
ad duetime towards ſuch;co-adviſe,caution admoniſh reprove and deal with the 
Ng in a regular and Chriſtian way,” T hat lo ( if poſlible ) a ftop _ be put to-4 
m tuch proceedings as .may 'im the ' leaſt be hurttnll or of an ill report, 
cs, It any have, already gonetoo far in contta#ting turther or greater debts, . che 
ag they are capable of diſchar mg; Thatſuch be adviſed by no means, to abt: 
wp themſelves, nor- flee from Tut ice, Bur yeild up what eſtate; they have: to | 
a, creditors towards payment of rheir juſt debts, -as alſo offer up their bodies.6 
h, the Credirors, unletle they. will be pleafed to give them leave to be at libexg 
2x to labour for ntore, towards their releif, and further Satisfaftion or paymes 
16 Of their debts, And if any perſon that-proffeſies the truth do rchuſe or neglet 
1} ro take the advice' and countcll of freinds herem ( or in any othes matters 
r. this or the hike nature or tendency ) that ſuch may be dealt with indue time-« 
e ven asthe nature-of the fat may require, in order ro clear the truth of. ſuc 
ir aſperſions, asmay ariſe throngh ſuch perſonsaQing contrary to- Juſtice; reaſc 


5, and equity, and the adviſe of freinds in'thoſe caſes.” or 
1. Fiftly. Thatall {uch asprofeſle the truth be very cautzous in their-praceee 
n ings relating to Marriage that their cye be not ſo much to. the world-and woxle 

ends, as unto the Lord, and'the concurrence of- his grace -and goodneſs, 
x all thoſe concetries, that they be not bafty-or forward-in making ſuch pg 
& poſallsto any but with good adviſe, caution, and deliberation ; and when 4 
- after) ſuch propofalis be made and arc nor Imbraced that there be a: waiting 
c patiencc for ſome reaſonabletime to ſee whar may be eftefted or done: theres 
+ before there be artempts made, of ſuch-propoſalls ro another, That: ſono 
- may be found in {ach Levity and — asis maniteſt in the workd, 
e mining haſtily from one perſon to another : And that betore-any ſuch pra 
" falls 'be made, That the parents ,*or ſuch as have thoſe perſons-in-tuirid 
> or Guardianſhip (if any ſuch be) be firſt fpoken to, And their conſent © 
4 tain'd thetein ( if poſſible )' and alſo that widdowers and widdows be not't 
r forward in makeing 'or accepting propoſalls, of 'Marriage again after the « 
, ceaſe of former wives or husbands, bur that there be'fome Conſiderable 
> dearancc in thoſe caſes: And that. care be raken before any fuch awidde 


(6) 
x widdows be permitcd ts marry again, or conſent be given thereto, That 
wh proviſion and ſertlements jn zemporall things be made and done for the, 
5 INue, Child or Children of ſuch deceaſed husband or wite, as ſhall be, ,, 
eh and appear to be fair, juſt, honeſt, and reaſonable : For the preſerving of «. 
vyc pcace and unity in famillics, and amongſt relations ; as allo tor preſerving h 
Kights of lafants, and tholc in minorty, from being waſted and ſpent 
Dntraty to reaſon and cquiry : And that due examination be made, touching 
clearneſle of all partics concerned betore conſent be given, according to 
wmcr advice, and when any — are accomplithed or foleminized Ir 
mongſt friends, that they be pertormed in the fear of God, and. in a grave, : 
ber, devour, and ſolemn manner; before ſcycrall witneſſes, And Arreſted |, 
reified, and Recorded, accordingto former advice. And that friends be carc- 
Il at ſuch times to keep our of the forms, modes, and cuſtomes of the world by 
feaſting and other ſuperfluitics , as alſo in Rideing or going in great com- 
anies rogether iri a vain ſplendor, or wanton manner, and that care be taken 
ongſt ſuch as profteſsrhe trurh, (as much as poſhble may be ; ) that none that _ 
e proffeſtion of truth, do concerne themlelyes, in matters of marriage any ,, 
2y,or in making propoſalls relatcing thereunto, with ſuch as are not friends, at 
Yr reputed to be of our ſociety, nor walk in fellowſhip with us in the grace , 
ſpirit of Chriſt , and that none _—_y or go about to endeayour the 
me -without the conſent, or contray to the order and praQtice of friends, on 
And where any are found, to err or go aſide in theſe relpets, contrary a 
the advice and counſel] of friends, and ro that Rightcouſneſle ſelf-denyall ©, 
ity plainneſs, and decency which becomes true Chriſtanity and a people «, 
fleſſing Godlineſſe and vertue, or that do concern themaſelves, in matters ,, 
marriage with ſuch as are not friends nor own'd to be of our lociety or do ;,, 
arry without conſent and contrary to the'order and pratice of friends, that p 
all theſecaſes or any of them, ler ſuch þe ſpoken to, adviſed admoniſh'd and - 
It with by friends at their particular monthly mectings, even as the nature ,,. 
the faft may require, and as in the wiſdom of God and according to jar 
order may be {cen convenient. "8 
wthly; Fhar all ſuch as profcisthe truth be carctull ro keep up their reſtimo- {,, 
s againſt that great opprethan of T yrthes, and other Impoſitions which the b 
id by his Spirit doth teſtifie againſt; and are contrary tothe Glorious liberty, T7 
) freedom of the goſpel diſpenſation ; and that true records be kept of the 
ering of tricads in thoſe caſes ( and all other ) upon truths account, in every FR 
chly mecting and an account thexeot fairely tranſcribed be brought upc 
year ( at leaft) to the quartetly meetings to be recorded there, andT| 
. Care be taken in cyery particuler mecting to nominate one or two faith. 


frigads roanend cach montþly meczing, as alſorbat cach monghly megting'* 
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_ do take care to nominate and appoint one or ttyo ſuch faichfull hone 
"6 weighty and difreet Fricnds to attend the quarterly meetings as are ih got 

! unity with friends whole ſcryice may be to God and his people, ani a 
of capable” to repreſent that monthly meeting they do appear for, in givEiri 
"8 Judgement of things relatcing to truth and in doing and mannageing 
NT rclarcing to our Chriſtian Socicty at che quarterly mceting. 
ng And, Laſtly, as we delire that thele perciculars may be taken notice of ar 
2 obſcrycd amongſt friends in their ſeyerall places and ftations. $o to th 
cd Jntenr thar fome carc may be taken And Method' uſed therein every w 
'C> as the narure of the thing may require. It is agreed that a record hereof t 
cd kept in the Quarterly mecting books, And Coppys of fame he ſent to ever 
It monthly meeting in this County, and we do Sirile and deſire that ir m 
Id be recorded there, and ———— at the monthly mecrings as occaſion 
M- rouching friends care about the things: herein contain'd, And that Cc 
11. hercof be lent to be read in eyery perticular meeting, And rhat every mc 4 
'at mecting take care to nominate and appoint rwo or more honeſt ſober weight 
ny and dilcreer friends in- every perticuler mecting to take care in the n: 

5, above-mentioned ( fome for one thing and ſome for another ) as friends fir 
CE 2 ficedom and willingnefſe in their minds to undertake the ſame, and 
Ne friends in the wiſdom of God at the ſcycrall monthly meetings ſhall fee conver 

5- ent, Thar ſoin the ſpiric of love and mecknefle friends may adviſe, Cauric 
wa Admonitſh, reprove, and deal with ſuch perſons as profteſs the truth, and « 
all or anſwcr the principle, and teſtimony thereof in their lives and conye 
PIC ations, nor walx according the 'advice, and Counſel of friends in the 
TS reſpedts,in a ſober,holy,plain, and Godly manner as becomes a people reform: 
do in principle and | yn from che errors vanitys and ſuperfluities, of 
"ar preſent world: And that friends ar their ſcycrall monthly meetings, do ſpe 
nd or write to ſuch friends, as ſhall be ſo appointed, deſiring their care in t 
NE premilſles, Recording their names in the monthly meeting books, who 
O 2rc in every perticular imecting that are appointed and willing to take : 

in ſuch things, and that if o__ their advice, caution, reproof or admonit 
WO- fich perſon or perſons ſhall happen to refuſe, or negleRt co take notice the 
HE £0 as to demean themſelves, as becomes the truth, and the profeſſors the 
Ys That in thoſe caſes the perſons ſo appointed do take care as affarclaid 
the lay the matter before friends at the monthly mcering they belong to, 
TY {o the perſons may be dealt with according to trurhs order, as the nature 
uPAat may require, An4 as in the wiſdom of God may be ſeen convenic 
0dThat fo ta Al things relateing to our holy fellowſhip and Chriſtian oct 
th-Gricnds in their ſeygrall placeymay keepin chat Righreous pure holy decent 
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"* Given 1h a 4 Ohr i, Meeting Þ held at York 
£ ; 6 ——_ day of the FEgas Moarh, 16s 90s, 


 Syned by ah Order, we on the oehaff. 
_ of, the Mlecting up; 


 Thoms, Hommond, 


